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Fairfax County 
Heritage Resources

Some of these sites and structures have 
been: 

• listed in, or determined eligible for 
listing in, the National Register of 
Historic Places or the Virginia 
Landmarks Register; 

• determined to be a contributing 
structure or site within a district so 
listed or eligible for listing; 

• listed in, or meeting the criteria for 
listing in, the Fairfax County 
Inventory of Historic Sites, or 

• located within and considered as a 
contributing structure within a 
Fairfax County Historic Overlay 
District.



The National Register of 
Historic Places and the 
Virginia Landmarks Register

Criteria for Evaluation of Significance:

• associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

• associated with the lives of significant persons in or 
past; or

• embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent 
the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; or

• have yielded or may be likely to yield, information 
important in history or prehistory.



Fairfax County 
Inventory of 
Historic Sites

• Administered by History 
Commission 

• Approximately 350 sites

• Historical, architectural, 
archaeological or public significance

• Honorary designation

• Comprehensive Plan recognizes and 
encourages preservation



HERITAGE RESOURCES 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESSES

• PLANNING STUDIES (i.e., “EMBARK”)

• PLAN AMENDMENTS, REZONINGS, SPECIAL PERMITS, SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS

• BY-RIGHT DEMOLITION INVENTORY PROPERTIES (NOT IN HOD)



Fairfax County 
Historic Overlay 
Districts (HODs)
• Reviewed by the Architectural 

Review Board (ARB)

• 14 HODs + Lorton 

• 2 pending studies

• Have historic, architectural, 
archaeological, or cultural 
significance

• Regulatory – HOD Zoning 
Ordinance places restrictions 
on property owners above and 
beyond the underlying Zoning  



The Architectural 
Review Board (ARB) 
• Regulatory Authority  

• Appointed by the Board of Supervisors

• Architectural Review Board (ARB) reviews and 
is responsible for:

• APPROVAL of projects that require 
building permits and sign permits

• RECOMMENDATIONS on rezoning, 
special exceptions, special permit, 
variances, subdivision plats and grading 
plans in the county’s historic overlay 
districts.  

• Administrative ARB approvals (DPD staff 
approvals) can be done for buildings permits 
relating to:  

• Non-contributing buildings and 
structures or accessory structures

• Development not visible from a historic 
property or certain roadways

• Re-roofing and re-siding of non-
contributing (non-historic) buildings 

• Signs for preapproved applications



Thank you!

Questions?


